
Smoke AlArmS:
Working to keep Your FamilY SaFe 



DiD You knoW?
A recent change to Maryland law requires you to replace the old 
battery operated smoke alarms in your home with new smoke 
alarms with 10-year long life batteries.  If you alarms are 10 or 
more years old  it’s time to replace them.

Nearly two-thirds of all home fire deaths 
(2005-2009) occured in homes without 
any smoke alarms or without working 
alarms. - National Fire Protection Association

Working smoke alarms on each floor 
of your home will help keep your family 
safe if there is a fire.  
A non-working alarm is the same as 
not having one at all - It can only warn 
you of a fire in your home if it works! 

Smoke alarmS in the home

inStall. maintain. live.
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keep Your alarmS
Install alarms on every floor of your home 
and near sleeping areas.  When  seconds 
matter, working smoke alarms will alert you 
and your loved ones before it’s too late to 
escape from a fire.  Getting out quickly and 
calling 9-1-1 will also help us stop the fire 

before it spreads through the house. 

Working Smoke alarmS increaSe Your 
chance oF Surviving a Fire at home



keep Your alarmS Working For You
thingS that You ShoulD 

remember about Your Smoke alarmS 
Test your smoke alarms monthly.• 
Maintain them as directed in • 
manufacturer’s instructions.
Replace the smoke alarms in your • 
home every 10 years.
NEVER•  disable alarms while cooking 
or for any other reason.



get out anD StaY out! 
Remember that once you’re outside, stay there! DO NOT go back into 
your home for any reason.  Go to your designated meeting place and if 
someone is missing tell the firefighters when they arrive.

a plan to live bY



practice makeS perFect
Practice your home fire escape plan with your family each month.
Talk  about   what you learned everytime that you  practiced.  Did 

everything go well? Or is there something that  you learned?  

make a home Fire eScape plan
Sit down with your family • 
and agree on a meeting 
place outside your home.  It 
could be a tree, a mailbox, 
a neighbor’s house, or any 
place that is a safe place 
away from your home.  
Talk about different ways to • 
get out of your house in case 
an exit is blocked.



Capitol Heights Volunteer Fire Department
6061 Central Avenue Capitol Heights, MD 20743 Phone: 301-336-2111 

Web: www.chvfd.org Facebook: facebook.com/CHVFD
IN AN EMERGENCY CALL 9-1-1
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Funding for this project was provided through a DHS/FEMA’s Grant Program Directorate 
for Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program - Fire Prevention and Safety Grants


